
 
 
 

RECORD OF OUTCOMES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING  
HELD WEDNESDAY 22 JUNE 2022 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, PETERBOROUGH 

 
THE MAYOR – COUNCILLOR DOWSON 

 
Present: 
 

Councillors Ansar Ali, Imtiaz Ali, Jackie Allen, Steve Allen, Ayres, Barkham, Bi, Bisby, 
Andrew Bond, Sandra Bond, Burbage, Casey, Cereste, Coles, Day, Dowson, Elsey, 
Mohammed Farooq, Saqib Farooq, Fenner, Fitzgerald, John Fox, Judy Fox, Harper, 
Haseeb, Hemraj, Hiller, Hogg, Howard, Hussain, Iqbal, Jamil, Alison Jones, Dennis 
Jones, Knight, Lane, Moyo, Gul Nawaz, Shaz Nawaz, Over, Perkins, Qayyum, Rangzeb, 
Ray, Robinson, Rush, Sabir, Sainsbury, Sandford, Seager, Shaheed, Sharp, Simons, 
Skibsted, Stevenson, Tyler, Warren, Wiggin, Yasin, Yurgutene   

 

1. Cabinet Recommendation – Council Climate Change Action Plan 
 
A vote was taken on the recommendation and Council RESOLVED (unanimous with no 

Members indicating to vote against or abstain) to: 
 

1. Adopt the Council Climate Change Action Plan, and  
2. Give delegation to the Executive Director for Place and Economy to undertake any 

presentational, factual or other minor amendments to the documents associated with 
this report prior to publication, provided such amendments do not materially amend 
the content of the documents.   

 
2. Motion from Councillor Hussain 

 
A vote was taken on the motion as moved by Councillor Hussain. The Council AGREED 

(unanimous with no Members indicating to vote against or abstain) the motion as follows: 
 
“Peterborough Council recognises the contribution that refugees and migrants seeking 
sanctuary have made to the city of Peterborough throughout recent history. Peterborough 
City Council understands the important role it can play in welcoming people who are 
fleeing violence and persecution by offering them safety and sanctuary. In recognition of 
this, Peterborough City Council commits to support an initiative to make Peterborough 
into a recognised ‘City / Council of Sanctuary’.  
  
A total of 99 cities and local authority areas across the country have formally signed up to 
this scheme within England and 21 cities / regions within Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland.   
  
It is anticipated that through this pledge and the action plan that will be developed, our city 
will drive forward the following outcomes:  

 Improved community cohesion and integration of refugees and other migrants 
within the city   

 Reduced hate crime incidents relating to new arrivals  

 Greater understanding of the experience of refugees and other migrants within the 
wider population  
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 Developing systemwide approaches to key challenges that refugees and new 
arrivals experience within the repatriation process, leading to improved socio-
economic medium and long-term outcomes for new arrivals  

  
Peterborough City Council has a track record of taking action consistent with ‘Sanctuary 
Status’ through past and existing programmes, including welcoming Refugees under the 
Syrian Vulnerable Persons Resettlement Scheme, and most recently, welcoming Afghan 
families resettled under the Afghan Relocations and Assistance Policy, and most recently, 
welcoming families from Ukraine.  
  
Peterborough City Council recognises that a comprehensive, co-ordinated and forward-
looking approach is needed if the welfare of people moving into the city, and community 
cohesion between new and existing communities, are to be supported effectively.  
  
To become a Council/City of Sanctuary Peterborough Council pledges to take the 
following actions:   

  
 Join the City of Sanctuary ‘Local Authority Network’. In joining the network, 

we are committing to work towards the Council/City of Sanctuary Award and 
are agreeing to sign up as a Supporting Organisation.   

 Establish a Peterborough City of Sanctuary steering group, to be support by 
relevant officers and including a relevant Member of the Executive and 
people with the lived experience of seeking sanctuary, to co-produce an 
action plan which focuses on embedding the principles of City of Sanctuary 
into the City Council’s strategy, policies and services.  

 Working with the Peterborough City of Sanctuary Steering Group, 
commissioned services, community groups, faith groups and charities to 
support refugees, and migrants seeking sanctuary in Peterborough City.   

 Celebrate the contribution of refugee and migrant communities through 
annual events like Refugee Week.   

 Include information about refugees, and migrants seeking sanctuary in our 
Equality & Diversity Training for new and existing staff.   

 Fact-checking and challenging anti-refugee and anti-migrant attitudes 
wherever they are found.   

 Reporting on progress for achieving the ‘Council/City of Sanctuary’ status 
as part of the Council’s monitoring report to the Growth, Resources and 
Communities Scrutiny Committee. 

   
Peterborough City Council believes that through this pledge the Council will commit to 
working proactively with partners across the city to improving outcomes for migrants to 
our city. While this pledge does not automatically commit the Local Authority to accepting 
all refugees and migrant seeking sanctuary, the concept of ‘sanctuary’ suggests 
endeavouring to improve integration and wellbeing for migrants and therefore these 
outcomes will be the focus of this pledge.”  

 
3. Motion from Councillor Shaz Nawaz 
 

A vote was taken on the motion as moved by Councillor Shaz Nawaz. The Council 
AGREED (unanimous with no Members indicating to vote against or abstain) the motion 

as follows: 
 
“Peterborough Council notes the recent announcement by the BBC to cease production of 
the Look East regional news output from Cambridge and only broadcast a regional news 
programme based in Norwich.  
  
Peterborough is a key city in the East and having operations based in Norwich means 
vital and important local stories in Peterborough may be missed.  
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Peterborough Council expresses deep concern over the plans and believes that as a 
growing area our region requires more, not less, investment in local journalism.  
  
Peterborough Council therefore agrees.  

  
1. To ask the Chief Executive to write to the Director General of the BBC to 

oppose these cuts to local and regional news.  
2. To seek support from other local authorities to highlight the growing 

importance of our region and that more, not less, local journalism should be 
focussed on the area in general.”  

 
4. Motion from Councillor Jamil 

 
A vote was taken on the amendment from Councillor Hussain (26 voted in favour, 31 
voted against, 2 abstained from voting) and the amendment was DEFEATED. 

 
A vote was taken on the motion as originally moved by Councillor Jamil. The Council 
AGREED (31 voted in favour, 22 voted against, 6 abstained from voting) the motion as 
follows: 
 
“Peterborough City Council is proud of its diversity and has a huge asset and a source of 
great strength. A substantial proportion of its residents are Muslim, who are an integral 
part of its make-up, playing a huge role in all aspects of the Peterborough City’s life.  
   
Peterborough has a strong history of promoting cohesion and welcoming people from all 
over the world. Its residents have always united and supported each other in the fight 
against racism and discrimination in all its forms.  
   
This Council therefore welcomes, endorses and adopts the working APPG (All-
Party Parliamentary Group) definition of Islamophobia, including all of its examples 
in full, cited as follows:  

   
"ISLAMOPHOBIA IS ROOTED IN RACISM AND IS A TYPE OF RACISM THAT 
TARGETS EXPRESSIONS OF MUSLIMNESS OR PERCEIVED MUSLIMNESS."  

   
Contemporary examples of Islamophobia in public life, the media, schools, the workplace, 
and in encounters between religions and non-religions in the public sphere could, 
considering the overall context, include, but are not limited to:  

 Calling for, aiding, instigating or justifying the killing or harming of Muslims in the 
name of a racist/fascist ideology, or an extremist view of religion.  

 Making mendacious, dehumanizing, demonizing, or stereotypical allegations about 
Muslims as such, or of Muslims as a collective group, such as, especially but not 
exclusively, conspiracies about Muslim entryism in politics, government or other 
societal institutions; the myth of Muslim identity having a unique propensity for 
terrorism and claims of a demographic ‘threat’ posed by Muslims or of a ‘Muslim 
takeover’.  

 Accusing Muslims as a group of being responsible for real or imagined 
wrongdoing committed by a single Muslim person or group of Muslim individuals, 
or even for acts committed by non-Muslims.  

 Accusing Muslims as a group, or Muslim majority states, of inventing or 
exaggerating Islamophobia, ethnic cleansing or genocide perpetrated against 
Muslims.  

 Accusing Muslim citizens of being more loyal to the ‘Ummah’ (transnational 
Muslim community) or to their countries of origin, or to the alleged priorities of 
Muslims worldwide, than to the interests of their own nations.  
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 Denying Muslim populations, the right to self-determination e.g., by claiming that 
the existence of an independent Palestine or Kashmir is a terrorist endeavour.  

 Applying double standards by requiring of Muslims behaviours that are not 
expected or demanded of any other groups in society, eg loyalty tests.  

 Using the symbols and images associated with classic Islamophobia.  

 Holding Muslims collectively responsible for the actions of any Muslim majority 
state, whether secular or constitutionally Islamic.  

 

This Council asks the Chief Executive of the Council to:  

   
1. Write to our two local members of Parliament and the Secretary of State for 

Levelling Up, Housing and Communities asking them to listen to Muslim 
communities and the cross-party group of MPs and peers and to adopt this 
definition of Islamophobia which classifies discrimination against Muslims 
as a form of racism.  

 

2. Continue to prioritise tackling hate crime and Islamophobia in partnership.  
Peterborough City Council works with partners such as Cambridgeshire 
Police, on a rolling basis, and will now coordinate future actions in line with 
this definition of Islamophobia for all Muslims.”  

  
5. Consultation to Change Scheme of Elections 
 

A vote was taken on the recommendation and Council RESOLVED (unanimous with no 

Members indicating to vote against or abstain) to: 
 

i. Agree to commence a consultation process with relevant stakeholders on a 
proposal to change the Council’s scheme for elections by thirds to a scheme for 
whole council “all-out” elections, with views also sought on the commencement year 
for such elections being given as either 2023 or 2024, and 

 
ii. Delegate authority for running the consultation process and reporting back to a 

special meeting of Full Council to the Head of Constitutional Services in consultation 
with the Chief Executive and the Director of Law & Governance.  

 
6. Report of the Peterborough City Council Independent Improvement and Assurance 

Panel 
 

A vote was taken on the recommendation and Council RESOLVED (unanimous with no 

Members indicating to vote against or abstain) to: 
 

1. Ask the Cabinet to consider the report and respond with the action it wishes to take 
as a result.   

2. Request the Growth, Resources, and Communities Scrutiny Committee to review 
the report, the Cabinet’s response to it and the progress being made with the 
delivery of the Improvement Plan.  

 
7. Establishment of a Joint Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Health and Wellbeing 

Board 

 
A vote was taken on the altered recommendation and Council RESOLVED (unanimous 

with no Members indicating to vote against or abstain) to: 
 

1. Approve the Terms of Reference, as set out in Appendix A to the report, for 
inclusion in the Constitution, subject to the addition of ‘PCC Opposition Member’ to 
the list of Local Authority Members, and   
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2. Authorise the Monitoring Officer, in consultation with the Chair of the Constitution 
and Ethics Committee, to make any other minor or consequential amendments to 
the Constitution necessary for, or incidental to, the implementation of these 
proposals.  

 
8. Revised Political Proportionality and Committee Seat Allocation 

 
A vote was taken on the recommendation and Council RESOLVED (unanimous with no 
Members indicating to vote against or abstain) to agree the allocation of seats on 
committees subject to political balance arrangements (Appendix 1 to the report). 

 
9. Notification of Changes to the Executive Delegations 

 
A vote was taken on the recommendation and Council RESOLVED (unanimous with no 

Members indicating to vote against or abstain) to note the changes made by the Leader of 
the Council to the Executive Scheme of Delegations (Appendix A to the report). 

 


